VZCZCXR09236 
00  RUEHCI 

DE  RUEHKT  #0459  1540800 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 030800Z  JUN  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  KATHMANDU 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  0259 
INFO  RUEHB J / AMEMBASSY  BEIJING  PRIORITY  6974 
RUEHLM/ AMEMBASSY  COLOMBO  PRIORITY  7296 
RUEHKA/ AMEMBASSY  DHAKA  PRIORITY  2618 
RUEHIL/AMEMBASSY  ISLAMABAD  PRIORITY  5340 
RUE HLO /AMEMBASSY  LONDON  PRIORITY  6479 
RUEHNE/AMEMBASSY  NEW  DELHI  PRIORITY  3053 
RUEHCI /AMCONSUL  KOLKATA  PRIORITY  4614 
RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  3537 
RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RHMFIUU/CDR  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  PRIORITY 
RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

UNCLAS  KATHMANDU  000459 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

DEPT  FOR  SCA/P  RICHARD  LYONS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  PREL  SMIG  PARM  PK  NP 

SUBJECT:  RESPONSE  TO  REQUEST  FOR  ASSISTANCE  IDENTIFYING  AIR 
ASSETS  FOR  PAKISTAN 

REF:  STATE  55654 

(SBU)  Regarding  the  request  by  the  Government  of  Pakistan  for 
assistance  in  identifying  air  assets  (reftel),  according  to 
the  Defense  Attach 's  Office,  the  Nepal  Army  (NA)  has  two 
Mi-17  helicopters.  However,  usually  only  one  is  fully 
mission  capable  at  any  given  time.  Furthermore,  the  NA 
cannot  afford  to  sell  or  lease  any  because  this  is  its  main 
workhorse  airframe.  A private  Nepali  air  carrier,  Shree 
Airlines,  has  five  Mi-17s. 

POWELL 


